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Recreation
The process by which recreation facilities are maintained, managed and improved is one of the
most important aspects in providing a reasonable quality of life for the residents of any city.
Parks in particular are a representation of the City’s image. A dilapidated, unsafe (in terms of
park structures and/or park users), flood-prone or unmonitored park has the potential to deter
City growth. Likewise, a safe, well-maintained park with modern amenities sends the message
that the community is livable.
The Hopkinsville Division of Parks and Recreation is under the Public Works Department of
Hopkinsville. The division is responsible for planning, scheduling, publicizing, coordinating,
implementing and supervising a variety of year-round recreational and leisure programs for
Hopkinsville and Christian County.
In 2009, the City of Hopkinsville created the Recovery Action Committee to take a
comprehensive look at recreation services and facilities in Hopkinsville. In 2010, the Recovery
Action Committee produced the Recovery Action Plan (“RAP”) which is also the HopkinsvilleChristian County Master Park Plan. The Recovery Action Plan outlined a number of
recommendations and projects for the future. Some recommendations have been
implemented and others are ongoing. Due to a lack of sufficient funding, some
recommendations have not been implemented. As a result, this plan is still relevant and valid
and will be used as the basis for the recreation section of this Community Facilities Plan.
Physical Recreation Facility Recommendations
Tie Breaker Park Expansion – The acquisition of adjoining property is proposed for the
improvement and expansion of Tie Breaker Park. The expansion could add uses to the facility.
Tie Breaker Park Expansion 2 – A full-size Olympic pool facility is proposed to be added to Tie
Breaker Park Aquatic Center.
Trail of Tears Expansion – The design and
consolidation of Flood Buyout properties within
Cherokee Park with the existing Trail of Tears
facility. Attention will be paid to the type of
proposed use (i.e. passive or active recreation), and
its relationship to the Certified and Non-certified
properties located within the Trail of Tears Park.
The construction of the Visitor’s Center located at
the Trail of Tears Park was completed in August
2017.

Visitor’s Center

42

Passive Park – The development of a passive park on the R.C. Owen property (45.9-acre site).
The park facility would include pavilions, grills, picnic tables, etc., to provide recreation
opportunities to families. The property is adjacent to the Hopkinsville Greenway System.
Skate Park – A feasibility study to be undertaken to include a needs assessment, a suitable
location to maximize usage and a cost analysis. The study should also include a BMX course.
This recommendation has been implemented and completed and a skate park has been built.
Facility Rehabilitation Recommendations
Walnut Street Center (Boys and
Girls Club) – As the usage increases,
the need to maintain the facility
becomes more apparent.
Maintenance and up-keep should
consider the following
improvements: stadium structure
analysis, stadium repair or
demolition, a multi-purpose field
upgrade, activity trail
enhancements and a pool addition.
Walnut Street Pavilion

Downtown Park System – Four (4) downtown
parks shall be improved to provide a location with the inner city and downtown for recreation
and leisure time opportunities. Park improvements and enhancements should include, but not
be limited to the following for each park:
a) Peace Park (Completed)
a. Transition from active to
passive park (relocation of
tennis court)
b. Increased lighting
c. Landscaping
d. Connectivity to 9th and
Campbell Gateway Entrance
Peace Park Chess Plaza
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b) Old Service Station
a. Determine use (relocate/rehabilitate/demolish)
b. Landscaping
c. Increased lighting
d. Gateway signage
e. Connectivity to 9th and Campbell Gateway Entrance
c) Little River Park (LRP) (Completed)
a. Expand park to the Library side
b. Amphitheatre rehabilitation
c. Increased lighting
d. Landscaping
e. Increased public parking
f. Improvement of the Rail Bed to North
Drive
g. Greenway connectivity from
downtown to North Drive Recreation
Complex

Little River Amphitheatre

d) Westside Park (Completed)
a. Walking bridge
b. Landscaping
c. Pavilion rehabilitation
d. Increased lighting
e. Property acquisition

Westside Park
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e) Virginia Park (Completed)
a. Bandstand rehabilitation
b. Increased lighting (including the bandstand)
c. Landscaping
d. Park benches
e. Buffering (commercial side)
f. Connectivity to 9th and Campbell Gateway Entrance

Virginia Park

Other Recreation Projects
Thomas Street Recreation Center (Recreation Department) – The enhancement of the facility by
creating a passive/active park in conjunction with Western Kentucky Fairgrounds.
Enhancements would include:
a)
b)
c)
d)
e)

Partnership agreement
Feasibility study
Design/usage
Increased lighting
Landscaping and signage
45

Joe Mumford Park – The improvement and/or relocation of Joe Mumford Park. Improvements
would include:
a) Needs analysis
b) Conceptual design
a. What age group
b. What type of uses
c) Eliminate access to river
d) Upgrade facilities
a. According to age design
b. According to use design
e) Increased lighting
f) Increased visibility
East 2nd Street Park – The improvement of the East 2nd St. Park. Improvements would include:
a)
b)
c)
d)
e)
f)

Add public restrooms to the existing building
Improved sidewalks
Adding iron fencing to the playground
Building a pavilion
Building a basketball court
Assess possibility of a splash pad for the future

The next page provides a visual depiction of these recommendations from the Recovery Action
Plan. There is also a map that prioritizes these projects for completion.
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Other Recreation Needs
In addition to the recommendations found in the 2010 Recovery Action Plan, CDS prepared
projections. These projections provided an estimate of potential recreation needs.
There were three projections compared based upon three different potential population
scenarios for growth (low, medium, high). The population is currently tracking closer to the low
growth scenario based upon the most recent Census estimates. For this reason, the low growth
projection is being used to demonstrate recreation needs for the near future.
The first chart shows a Census estimate of population taken in 2016. This estimate shows that
population has stayed nearly the same since the number was taken in 2010. The chart also
indicates very low growth and a slight decline in population from 2015.
April 1, 2010
Geography
Hopkinsville City,
Kentucky

Census

Estimates
Base

31,577

32,040

Population Estimate (as of July 1, 2016)
2010

2011

2012

2013

2014

2015

2016

32,141 32,004 33,072 32,580 32,497 32,284 31,811

Source: American Fact Finder, US Census Estimates, 2016
The chart below is a population projection from the 2014 Projections document. At this time,
the City’s population growth has more in line with the low growth projection (≥0.5%).
Therefore, this population data should be taken into account when making decisions on the
type and function of various recreation facilities.
0.5%
Growth

Census
2000

Census Projection Projection Projection Projection Projection Projection
2010
2015
2020
2025
2030
2035
2040

All

30,089

31,577

32,374

33,192

34,030

34,889

35,770

36,674

Source: CDS
Additionally, a projection of recreation needs was made during the formation of the 2014
Projections document. The National Recreation and Parks Association (NRPA) published
recommended standards in the 1980s that are still widely used today in communities for
projections. It is important to remember that these standards are simply a guide as different
communities have different needs and values. At the same time, these standards can be
helpful in recognizing and addressing areas of deficiency.
This particular projection considered population, acre need and recreation feature types. Using
the population, the projection considered potential recreation needs until 2050. Areas
considered in this projection include: children play areas, field play areas, adult field activities,
court sports, swimming, major boating activities, hiking, camping, horseback riding, picnicking,
indoor recreational activities and outdoor theatres.
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PROJECTION OF RECREATION NEEDS
Year
Population
Recreation
Feature
Children Play
Areas (w/
Equipment)
Field Play Area
for Young
Children
Older
Children-Adult
Field Sport
Activities
Tennis,
Outdoor
Basketball,
Other Court
Sports
Swimming
Major Boating
Activities

2010

2015

2020

2025

2030

2035

2040

2045

2050

31,577

32,366

33,175

34,004

34,854

35,725

36,618

37,533

38,471

Need
Multiplier

Projected Acreage Need

0.5 acres/1,000
people

15.79

16.18

16.59

17

17.43

17.86

18.31

18.77

19.24

1.5 acres/1,000
people

47.37

48.55

49.76

51.01

52.28

53.59

54.93

56.29

57.71

1.5 acres/1,000
people

47.37

48.55

49.76

51.01

52.28

53.59

54.93

56.29

57.71

1.0 acre/1,000
people

31.58

32.37

33.18

34

34.85

35.73

36.62

37.53

38.47

1.26

1.29

1.33

1.36

1.39

1.43

1.46

1.5

1.54

63.15

64.73

66.35

68.01

69.71

71.45

73.24

75.07

76.94

1.0
acre/25,000
people
100
acres/50,000
people

Hiking,
Camping,
Horseback

10 acres/1,000
people

315.77

323.66

331.75

340.04

348.54

357.25

366.18

375.33

384.71

Picnicking

4 acres/1,000
people

126.31

129.46

132.7

136.02

139.42

142.9

146.47

150.13

153.88

1 acre/10,000
people

3.16

3.24

3.32

3.4

3.49

3.57

3.66

3.75

3.85

1 acre/25,000
people

1.26

1.29

1.33

1.36

1.39

1.43

1.46

1.5

1.54

653.02

669.32

686.07

703.21

720.78

757.26

776.16

795.59

Indoor
Recreational
Center
Outdoor
Theatres
TOTAL

738.8

Sources: U.S. Census, CDS
While the projection above is helpful for taking a general look at what types of specific activities
Hopkinsville may need for the future, it gives a vague view of what is actually needed to meet
facility needs. What types of park does Hopkinsville have? How many parks does Hopkinsville
need? What types of parks does Hopkinsville need? Are these parks adequately distributed
across the City to be a useable benefit to our neighborhoods? To help answer these questions,
a new chart has been prepared to better classify our existing parks and determine what types
of park, if any, should be recommended to the City.
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PARK NEEDS IN HOPKINSVILLE
Hopkinsville
Parks by Park Type
Acre Need
LOCAL OR CLOSE-TO-HOME SPACE (6.25 – 10.5 acres per 1000 people)
Park Type

Need

Mini-park
(Less than ¼ mile
radius)

.25 - 0.5
acres/1,000
people

Neighborhood
Park/Playground
(¼ to ½ mile radius)

1-2
acres/1,000
people

Community Park
(1 to 2 mile radius)

5-8
acres/1,000
people

Current
Acres

Meets Standard/
Distribution
Yes, but they are
not distributed
evenly
throughout the
City.
This standard
will be met once
Pardue Lane is
developed
further.

7.95 – 15.9

East 18th St. Park, East 2nd St. Park,
Little River Park, Peace Park, West
18th St. Park, West Side Park, West
1st St. Park

10

31.8 – 63.6

Joe Mumford Park, Skate Park,
Pardue Lane, Walnut Street Park and
Center

55.69

159 – 254.4

Debow Recreation Complex, Ruff
Park & Kenny Litchfield Complex, Tie
Breaker Park and Aquatic Center,
Hopkinsville Sportsplex

105.66

No

Kenlake State Park, Kentucky Dam
Village, Mineral Mound, Lake
Malone, Pennyrile State Resort Park

5087

Yes

Lake Barkley State Resort Park,
Pennyrile State Forest

75,600

Yes

3.15
Miles

Will expand to
about 5-7 miles.

63.06

-

73.98

-

REGIONAL SPACE (15.20 acres per 1000 people)
Regional/Metropolit
5-10
an Park
acres/1,000
159 – 318
(1 hour driving time)
people
Regional Park
Reserve
Variable
Variable
(1 hour driving time)
UNIQUE COMMUNITY SPACES (No Specific Standard)
Linear Park

Variable

Variable

Special Use

Variable

Variable

Conservancy

Variable

Variable

Hopkinsville Greenway System (Rail
Trail)
Jefferson Davis Park, Fort Campbell
Memorial Park, Trail of Tears Park,
Virginia Park
Jeffers Bend Environmental Center
and Botanical Gardens, Trail of Tears
Park

Sources: NRPA-Suggested Classification System, 2010 Recovery Action Plan, 2016 U.S. Census Estimates

Based upon a review of Hopkinsville’s current Parks and Recreation Inventory, Hopkinsville
should consider adding additional mini-parks and community parks. While there are mini-parks
in the northern half of Hopkinsville, the large residential areas in the southern half of
Hopkinsville do not have mini-parks. The southern half of the City would benefit from a
neighborhood park. Pardue Lane will serve as this park once it is developed further in the
future. For Community Parks, the southern half is served by Tie Breaker Park and Aquatic
Center and the new Hopkinsville Sportsplex.
Hopkinsville should also consider the types of activities that these new facilities should
accommodate. The NRPA also published suggested standards for activity structures. On the
next page, a chart has been provided that shows how Hopkinsville measures up to these
standards.
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ACTIVITY STRUCTURE NEEDS
Activity Structures
Badminton Courts
(¼-½ mile radius)
Basketball Courts
(¼-½ mile radius)
Handball Courts
(30 min travel time)
Ice Hockey Rinks
(½-1 hour travel time)
Tennis Courts
(¼-½ mile radius)
Volleyball Courts
(¼-½ mile radius)
Baseball Fields
(¼-½ mile radius)
Field Hockey
(15-30 min travel time)
Football Fields
(15-30 min travel time)
Soccer Fields
(1-2 mile radius)
Golf-Driving Range
(30 min travel time)
¼ Mile Running Track
(15-30 min travel time)
Softball
(¼-½ mile radius)
Multi-Use Courts
(1-2 mile radius)
Trails
Archery Range
(30 min travel time)
Combo Skeet and Trap Field
(30 min travel time)

Need

Facilities Needed

Recreation Facilities with Activity Structures

Current Facilities

Meets Standard/Distribution

1/5,000 people

6.36

None

0

No

1/5,000 people

6.36

E. 2nd St., E. 18th St., Joe Mumford, Thomas
Street, Walnut Street Center (4) + Schools

8

Yes, but unevenly distributed.

1/20,000 people

1.59

None

0

No

1/100,000 people

.318

None

0

No, none in western Kentucky.

1/2,000 people

15.9

E. 18th St., Ruff Park

13

No

1/5,000 people

6.36

Tie Breaker Park, Thomas Street

2

No, but the Sportsplex could
satisfy need.

1/5,000 people
1 (lighted)/30,000
people

6.36/1.06

Kenny Litchfield Complex (at Ruff Park) + Tie
Breaker Tournament Fields

8+5

Yes

1/20,000 people

1.59

Debow Recreation Complex

4

Yes

1/20,000 people

1.59

Hopkinsville High School,
Christian County High School

2

Yes

1/10,000 people

1.59

Debow Recreation Complex

4

Yes, but unevenly distributed.

1/50,000 people

.636

Hopkinsville Golf and Country Club

1

Yes

1/20,000 people

1.59

Stadium of Champions

1

No, not public.

1/5,000 people

6.36

Tie Breaker Park

5

No

1/10,000 people

3.18

Thomas Street Center

1

No

1 system/region

1

Hopkinsville Greenway System (Rail Trail)

3.15 miles

Yes

1/50,000 people

.636

Herndon Archery

1

Yes

1/50,000 people

.636

Calvert City Gun Club (Paducah)

1

Yes, but beyond 30 min travel
time.

Golf Course
(½-1 hour travel time)

9 hole 1/25,000 people
18 hole 1/50,000
people

1.27/.636

Hopkinsville Golf and Country Club, Western
Hills Municipal Golf (+ more within travel time)

2+

Yes

Swimming Pools
(15-30 min travel time)

1/20,000 people

1.59

YMCA, Hopkinsville High School

2

No, not public.

Source: Sources: NRPA-Suggested Classification System, 2016 U.S. Census Estimates, CDS
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Recommendations for Future Recreation Facilities
Based upon the charts above, this document will make a few recommendations that can assist
Hopkinsville in meeting NRPA suggested standards.
1) The City should consider adding three or more new mini-parks in the southern half of
Hopkinsville. A mini-park or pocket park is considered to be a small outdoor space that is
usually no more than ¼ an acre located in an urban or residential area where people can
gather, relax or enjoy the outdoors. These parks generally serve a select population such as
senior citizens or children. While the City meets the NRPA acreage standard, the distribution of
mini-parks is such that residential neighborhoods in the southern half do not have public miniparks available for younger children. In order for those individuals to visit a park, they must
travel via vehicle.
2) As the 31.72-acre Pardue Lane Park is developed further, it can be classified as a new
neighborhood park for the City. Neighborhood parks generally serve residential areas within a
half-mile walking distance and their size can vary from 2 to 20 acres or more. These parks
have a mix of amenities such as playground equipment, play fields, courts, open space and
parking. This neighborhood park should take into account activities that are not well
represented and perhaps provide an additional multi-use field or badminton courts. An
outdoor handball court would provide for a more unique park experience. This neighborhood
park should also be sited in the southern half of Hopkinsville.
3) Hopkinsville does not meet the acreage standard for community parks. The new 3.96-acre
Hopkinsville Sportsplex will add additional acres to the community park standard. The
Sportsplex should consider a variety of activities including volleyball and other field type sports.
A new community park could encourage use by adults by providing amenities such as organized
adult leagues, a privately operated bar and grill and regional engagement.
4) As there are no indoor ice arenas within an hour’s drive of Hopkinsville, an indoor ice skating
arena would be a unique addition to the region. More analysis should be performed on
whether there would be an economic benefit derived from an ice arena.
5) The City should encourage a nationally-recognized franchise (i.e. Brunswick or AMF) to
develop a family-friendly bowling alley with other entertainment amenities in Hopkinsville.
6) Continue to move forward with the remaining recommendations from the Recovery Action
Plan. One recommendation was to build an Olympic style swimming pool. This plan also
recommends a public swimming pool.
Included with this document is a map of recreation facilities in Hopkinsville (Exhibit G). This
map will show the distribution of current recreation facilities and areas of vacant and/or
agricultural land. The purpose of this map is to show where new facilities could potentially be
located.
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EXHIBIT G

